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I. Basis of the report 



International application No. 

PCT/EP2003/009893 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
the international application as originally filed 
the description: 



1-11 



, filed with the letter of 



_ , as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



the claims: 
pages 



1-7 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 1 9 
, filed with the demand 



I I the drawings: 
pages 



filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages 



filed with the letter of 



filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 

. , filed with the demand 



These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language wh ich is: 

LJ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23. 1(b)). 
LJ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

tfsSS)"* ° f ^ tfanSlati ° n fi,mished for * e P™P°s<* of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 

SW^^ in the «-—»«- «•—"'. *e international 

contained in the international application in written form. 
LJ filed together with the international application in computer readable form: - - 

I — I furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

toSJ ^ information recorded fa computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 

TTie amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

the description, pages 

the claims, Nos. 

I the drawings, sheets/fig 



□ 
□ 



D E5!Ki B i bee0 eSta «!i S ! led aS j f(s0mC of > ■=■"*«»*■ ^d not been made, since they have been considered to go 
beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 8 

* ^ P ^^nT-ZS^T^ fi ^ Sked t0 ! he reCe Z lng °ff Ce in response t0 an invitation ™d*r Article 14 are referred to 
and 70.17) origUially fded and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Ride 70.16 

**Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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V ' StTnnf S h tCm f nt U ." der ArtiC,C 35(2) With regard t0 novel *> inven «ve step or industrial applicability 
citations and explanations supporting such statement appncaointy, 



Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-7 



1-7 



1-7 



2. 



Citations and explanations 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



1. Relevant documents: 
Dl: JP(A) 07157824. 

A computer translation of document Dl (obtainable 
from the internet site of the Japanese Patent 
Office) is appended. 

Dl discloses an AFP steel composition for producing 
forged parts with no heat treatment. 

The following table (see next page) shows this 
composition in comparison with the alloy according 
to the application. 
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* The ranges for conditions 1 to 3 for Dl were 
calculated on the basis of ranges of the 
essential elements. 

The values of the examples that fall outside the 
overlapping range are shown in bold font. 

Novelty (PCT Article 33) 

Comparison of the alloy according to the invention 
with the prior art (see table) shows that the claimed 
ranges of the steel composition overlap with the 
ranges cited in Dl . No example lies within the range 
of the claimed composition. It is pointed out, 
however, that the disclosure of a document is not 
restricted to the examples therein and that it must 
be ascertained what teaching was made available to a 
person skilled in the art, taking into account the 
general knowledge of such an expert. 

Dl includes examples (see the table) that are 
close to or within- the overlapping range (see in- 
particular examples 4 and 8) . 

The applicant is advised that the definition of the 
alloy in claim 1 merely represents a selection made 
on purely chemical grounds from the composition 
already known. No structural elements or properties 
of the alloy are mentioned. The mechanical 
properties achieved in the alloy according to Dl 
are comparable with those of the claimed alloy 
(see table 2) , in particular the apparent yield 
point > 540 MPa, the tensile strength > 700 MPa and 
the impact energy > 30 J. 
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It is therefore clear that, in the light of the 
information in Dl, a person skilled in the art is 
able to apply the technical teaching within the 
overlapping range. In consequence, the subject 
matter of claim 1 lacks novelty. 

Dl discloses steels that are forged. In 
consequence, the subject matter of claim 2 lacks 
novelty. 

Since Dl suggests the automotive industry as a field 
of use, the subject matter of claims 6 and 7 also 
lacks novelty. 

2.2 Dl discloses (see the abstract) a method for the 

production of a forged part, said method comprising 
the following steps: 

a) heating the material to a temperature in excess 
of the A3 point; 

b) shaping the material by forging ; 

c) cooling. 

The rate of cooling in step c) should be adjusted 
such that the steel displays a f erritic-pearlitic 
structure (see paragraph [3 2] and [33] ) . This 
teaching leads a person skilled in the art to the 
cooling rates according to the invention since, 
owing to the selected cooling rates, the invention 
results in the same f erritic-pearlitic structure. 
In consequence, the subject matter of claims 3-5 
lacks novelty. 
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